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Message from  
President Scott J. Svonkin  

I’m very excited 
to announce 
that the Los 
Angeles 
College 
Promise has 
taken ight.  
What is the 
Promise?  It’s  
the ful llment 
of years of 
hard work and 

lobbying by my fellow trustees and I 
to make higher education accessible 
to everyone and anyone who wants to 
pursue their dreams.   
Last September 14th, it was my 
privilege to be joined on the campus 
of LA City College by Dr. Jill Biden, 
the wife of U.S.  Vice President Joe 
Biden, Mayor Eric Garcetti, 
Superintendent Michelle King from 
LA Uni ed School District (LAUSD), 
LACCD Chancellor Francisco 
Rodriguez, numerous political 
dignitaries and my fellow trustees.  
Together, we announced one of the 
biggest and boldest initiatives in the 
country that will make higher 
education accessible to one of the 
nation’s highest concentrations of 
low-income students.  Starting with 
seniors graduating in 2017, the Los 
Angeles College Promise will 
provide one year of free tuition to all 
quali ed full-time (12 units) 
students who graduated from 
LAUSD or charter high school.  

President Scott Svonkin 

These students will receive priority 
enrollment, placement in math and 
English courses, career support 
and counseling. The initiative's 
goal is to increase the number of 
high school and community 
college graduates, university 
transfers, and workforce-ready 
students. 
The L.A. College Promise is a 
critical and unique partnership 
between LACCD, LAUSD, City of 
Los Angeles, LA Chamber of 
Commerce, UNITE LA and private 
philanthropy.  What makes this 
program important is that we can 
leverage the power of a true 
public/private partnership in order 
to raise funds. These funds will 
then allow more students to get on 
the path to a college education, or 
prepare them to join the workforce 
in meaningful and well-paying 
careers. 
With new state of the art 
classrooms, labs, athletics and 
student facilities opening or about 
to open, this couldn’t be a more 
exciting time for students to enroll 
in one of our great community 
colleges.  Current and future 
students can take advantage of 
excellent curriculum and learning 
environments that are supported 
by some of the best faculty and 
sta  in the state.  Yet, there is still 
much work to do. 

Continued on Pg. 2 
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For more information on the program or any of the college projects, please visits us at: www.build-laccd.org 

As our community college 
foundation works to raise the funds 
to help ful ll the L.A. College 
Promise, the board and I are focused 
on this November’s ballot as well.  
Not only do we have a historic 
decision to make about the next 
President of the United States, but 
we also have many ballot measures 
that require our careful 
consideration.  The LA Community 
College District has our very own 
important ballot item – Measure CC – 
which asks voters to approve an 
additional $3.3 billion in construction 
funding to help us address many 
remaining safety, seismic and 
infrastructure upgrades not covered 
by the existing BuildLACCD program.  
Anyone visiting our campuses can 
see, despite the number of great new 
facilities, there are numerous 
projects, buildings and unseen 
infrastructure issues that date back 
50 years or more. All of these 
projects need immediate attention to 
meet our goal of providing the best 
environment to ful ll 21st Century 
educational and workforce 
requirements. 
As we approach this historic 
November election, I hope you will 
join me in learning more and paying 
attention to both the progress and 
potential of the Los Angeles College 
Promise and Measure CC. 
Remember our success is your 
success.  I look forward to continuing 
our work and mission to make 
LACCD the envy of the nation. 

A new bookstore, dining hall, 
student health center and a 
student lounge are located at 
the heart of the campus, 
providing a place for students to 
call home.  
The building mass forms a U-
shaped courtyard, called 
Monarch Plaza, that is protected 
from the elements by a large 
high-roof canopy. This canopy 
collects rainwater into a single 
gutter resulting in a waterfall into 
a cistern, that allows the water to 

lter back into the ground water 
system. The Monarch Plaza is 
adjacent to a sustainably 
designed open space linking the 
south and north end of campus 
by winding through and under 
the new student lounge clearly 
identi ed by its bright yellow 
elevated oor. Also part of this 
project is a 1000-car parking 
structure with stairs and exits 
leading visitors directly past the 
bookstore to the plaza. This 
project has been awarded LEED 
Gold certi cation. 

The Los Angeles Valley College 
(LAVC) Monarch Student Union 
has been recognized for awards 
by two of the leading industry 
organizations in the country. 
The rst recognizes Monarch 
Student Union as one of the 21st 
Annual Design-Build Project/
Team Award Winners by the 
Design-Build Institute of America 
(DBIA).  The project is being 
recognized for exemplary 
collaboration and integration in 
Design-Build project delivery. 
The second, an Award of Merit, 
was presented by Engineering 
News Record (ENR) in the 
category of California’s Best 
Projects.  Projects were 
evaluated on the ability of the 
project team to overcome 
challenges, contributions to the 
industry and community, safety 
and construction, and design 
quality.  
The uniquely designed 41,000 
square-foot Monarch Student 
Union will provide a new home for 
LAVC sta , faculty and students. 

LA Valley College Student Union Wins Two Awards 
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This past Sep-
tember, the 
District re-
ceived great 
news from Wall 
Street.  For the 
second time in 
as many years, 
Standard & 
Poor’s rating 

services have assigned the coveted 
AA+ to the District’s bonds.  The dol-
lar savings of these credit upgrades 
amount to more than $41 million dol-
lars. Moreover, the District has re-

nanced general obligation bonds 
four times in the last three years, with 
a gross debt service savings of ap-
proximately $350 million. 
Continuing on the good news track, in 
mid-October, the independent audit-
ing rm of KPMG presented the high-
est rated performance audit report to 

Safety Moment 

District’s Facilities Management 
and Oversight Committee in the 
history of the program.  In the 
state mandated performance 
audit, KPMG found that 
BuildLACCD has substantially 
outperformed other higher-
education institutions and lead-
ing companies in other indus-
tries, both overall and in ve key 
areas of process controls.  
The ratings increase and stellar 
audit report comes at a crucial 
time as voters decide whether 
to support Measure CC, the Dis-
trict’s $3.3 billion facilities bond 
measure on the November bal-
lot. Measure CC will go a signi -
cant way toward constructing 
and improving much-needed 
facilities. Many of the buildings, 
classrooms, science labs, and 
job training equipment at Los 

PMO Director Paul Steinke 

Angeles community colleges 
are deteriorating and outdated 
- about a third were built more 
than 50 years ago.  Based on 
the State's Facility Condition 
Index (FCI) report, $1 billion 
alone is needed to bring LAC-
CD's facilities up to current 
state-mandated standards. 
This measure will address ur-
gent and basic repairs such as 
removing asbestos and lead 
paint, upgrading electrical wir-
ing, gas and sewer lines, xing 
leaky roofs, and improving 
earthquake safety to make our 
local colleges clean and safe 
for learning.  
Assessment is approximately 
$15 per $100,000 of assessed 
valuation of all property taxed 
in scal year 2017-18. Measure 
CC requires a 55% vote for 
passage . 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, pedestrian 
accidents involving children are 
four times more likely on 
Halloween than any other day of 
the year. Parents are urged to 
make special considerations for a 
child’s costume and accessories, 
to make them more easily visible.  
Safety tips for trick-or-treaters 
and kids too: 
 Use only ame-resistant 

costumes. 
 Plan the trick-or-treat route – 

make sure adults know where 
children are going. 

 Have a responsible adult 
accompany young children as 
they make their way around the 
neighborhood. 

 Make sure trick-or-treaters can 
see and be seen. Give them a 

ashlight to light their way. Add 
re ective tape to costumes and 
trick-or-treat bags. Have 
everyone wear light-colored 
clothing to help be seen. 

 Instead of masks which can 
cover the eyes and make it 
hard to see, use face paint 
instead. 

 Be cautious around pets who 
may not recognize revelers in 
costume. 

 Only visit homes that have a 
porch light on. Accept treats at 
the door – never go inside. 

 Walk only on the sidewalks, not 
in the street. If no sidewalk is 
available, walk at the edge of 
the roadway, facing tra c.  

Great Road Ahead for BuildLACCD 

 Look both ways before 
crossing the street, and cross 
only at the corner. Don’t cut 
across yards or use alleys. 
Don’t cross between parked 
cars. 

 Make sure an adult checks the 
goodies before eating. Remove 
loose candy, open packages 
and choking hazards. Discard 
any items with brand names 
that you are not familiar with. 

 Drivers – use extra caution. The 
youngsters are excited and 
may forget to look both ways 
before crossing. 
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BuildLACCD’s Environmental Impact 

As one of the largest publicly funded 
sustainable building programs in the 
nation, BuildLACCD is carrying out 
its mission with the environment in 
mind.  The LACCD was an early 
leader in progressive green building 
policy adoption and building 
environmentally friendly 
projects.  The program’s focus on 
reducing water and energy has not 
only set a green build standard, but 
will also save in operating costs for 
years to come. 
BuildLACCD’s sustainable design 
standards and practices strive to 
save water, limit air pollution and 
emphasize the use of recycled 
materials. As a component of the 
District's goal to have all new 
buildings attain LEED certi cation, 
new buildings are designed with a 
plan to encourage conservation and 
promote e ciency.  
BuildLACCD’s projects are helping 
educate tomorrow’s leaders and 

contributing to the ght against 
global climate change by capturing 
and generating solar power, and 
decreasing the need for fossil fuel 
use to power classrooms.  
Since 2010, BuildLACCD has 
installed photovoltaic (PV) panel 
arrays at every college.  The PV 
systems have captured 
53,187,294 kilowatt-hours of solar 
energy and prevented 37,379 
metric tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions. In addition to replacing 
energy derived from conventional 

Source: https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator 

BuildLACCD LEED Certifications: 

8 13 

20 4 

sources, PV panels also provide 
savings by cutting down on 
hefty utility bills. The chart 
below (derived from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency) provides a graphic 
representation of how the 
lowering of toxic CO2 
emissions, through the 
District’s PV program, has 
impacted our environment.  By 
sourcing our electricity from 
the sun, the District has 
prevented the equivalent of: 


